




Simon Meienberg is a Design Anthropologist and doctoral candidate in the DFG Research 
Training Group 2661 “Connecting – Excluding. Cultural Dynamics beyond Globalized 
Networks” at the University of Cologne. He graduated in 2019 from KISD with a Master 
of European Studies in Design and enhanced his intercultural sensibility for two years at 
Politecnico di Milano School of Design and ENSCI – Les Ateliers in Paris. For his Master 
thesis “Making Home. Zuhause in der Fremde gestalten” he investigated the homemaking 
practices of a Malian migrant community in Paris and individuals in Cologne in collabora-
tion with architect Heribert Weegen and with the support of the cultural association ArtAsyl 
e.V. Following the route causes of migration in West Africa, he was commissioned by IOM 
the UN Migration Agency and the Gambian National Youth Council (NYC) to tap into 
local knowledge and migrational dynamics within the project “Redesigning Migration 
Information Centres in The Gambia” with the goal to facilitate trustworthy information on 
safe migration.  With his current research, he tries to formulate de-colonial design narratives 
and relational non-western epistemologies amidst the entangled spaces of im(-mobilities) 
and Migration Regimes, Border Multiplicities and collective practices of knowing within 
the context of Senegal. Since 2019, he is co-organiser of the DGTF PhD support program 
“Design Promoviert”. simon-meienberg.com / anschliessenausschliessen.de
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                      MENSCHEN, 
              WIR H      BEN UNS 
                             FÜR SIE 
ENTSCHIEDEN, WEIL SIE 
                    EI           E MACKE
            HABE           . WEIL SIE 
UNS GEZEIGT HABEN 
        WIE                       FUNKT
    QUER         IONIEREN
KANN. GLEICHWOHL SIE
       DAS                 STÄNDIGSTÄNDIG
                                  WEITER            
     ÜBEN WERDEN. HIER.“ 
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*als das Wort noch ein unverbrämtes Kompliment war, Michael Erlhoff, Begrüßung der Erstsemester 1994 
DANKE sagt Claudia Saar

Claudia Saar is a Service Designer, Arts Manager, PR and Digital Consulting of Cultural  
Institutions. She works with citizens to explore their needs. Although an early KISDIE, she  
does sometimes arts, performances and photography as well. Find more here about her:  
www.servicekomplizin.de 
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Birgit Mager is Professor for Service Design and President of the global Service Design Net-
work. Birgit met Michael in the year 1993 at one of the lush dinners with Friedrich Wolfram 
Heubach, Oswald and Ingrid Wiener and Uta of course. The food and wine were great, the 
discussions boiling. Michael saw something in Birgit she at that point absolutely did not see: 
a professor for Service Design. Now see what has happened!

Birgit Mager
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Maziar Rezai is a design activist, design researcher, strategist, service designer, and film critic. 
Maziar met Michael for the first time at Michael and Utaʼs wonderful place in Hahnenstraße 8,  
Cologne, on 3rd December 2013; a great night with a funny memory. This friendship and  
respect continued until Michael’s last days of life. “Design and Democracy”, Maziar’s first book,  
the project started in January 2019, resulted from his collaboration with Prof. Michael Erlhoff  
and contained 12 texts by well-known design researchers worldwide. In April 2021, Birkhäuser 
Verlag in Basel published the book, but Michael Erlhoff, unfortunately, didn’t see the book. 

Maziar Rezai
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Angelia Knyazeva is a set designer and creative. Since graduating from Integrated Design from 
KISD in Germany, and Narrative Environments from Central Saint Martins, UK her work has 
encompassed prop-building, window display, sets, and more. Her passion is to create unique 
story-driven landscapes with a multi-disciplinary approach that encourages the audience to see 
in new and unexpected ways.

Angelia Knyazeva
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Michelle Christensen + Florian Conradi 

 
 

 

Michelle Christensen and Florian Conradi are a design and research collective based in Berlin.  
Combining their backgrounds in political-, conflict-, gender-sociology and design in the form  
of critical practice, writing and teaching, they attempt to formulate the spaces in between  
these realms. Currently they are teaching as visiting professors at the Technische Universität Berlin / 
Einstein Center Digital Future, as well as co-heading a research group on Critical Making at  
the Berlin University of the Arts / Weizenbaum Institute. 

Michelle Christensen & Florian Conradi
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stefan schmidt is a designer based in cologne. born on september 7, 1975, stefan schmidt grew up 
in ratingen, germany. he studied at cologne’s kisd and the glasgow school of art. since 2003 he 
works as a freelance designer with a wide range of skills for internal and external communication 
of international companies, as an interface designer and in the field of corporate identity. besides 
being a designer, stefan is involved in cultural projects and is curious about sound. he has a diy 
project called luxus für harte zeiten (luxury for hard times), a disco noise trio with the name a**ro 
cologne, and he is regularly djing with friends in colognes finest punk rock pub. he also took 
part in several performances of selten gehörte musik (rarely listened music) with oswald wiener. 
during his studies at the kisd he was attentively listening to the variety of hidden informations and 
short mentions that michael erlhoff dropped in his lectures and seminars. stories and hints about 
schwitters, serner, höch, heartfield, debord, maciunas, cage, roth and higgins to name a few. those 
references expanded the horizon of design in all directions for him and his fellow students.    

Stefan Schmidt

Photo: Stefan Schmidt

The collage is inspired by a KISDstudent project (with support of michael erlhoff ) in Cologne’s 
Mediapark in 1998. five tape devices, a recording microphone and a rotating tape were set up 
in the room.



Jan Zurwellen was born 1992 in Cologne. He studied BA „Integrated Design“at the KISD, his 
final thesis was supervised by Prof. Dr ret. Michael Erlhoff. From 2016 - 2021 he supervised the 
publishing house KISDedition. Currently he is in the Master “Science Studies” at the Humboldt 
University of Berlin. Since 2021, he is co-organizer of the DGTF PhD support programm  
„Design Promoviert“.

Jan Zurwellen
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Dr Tom Bieling, holds the professorship for design theory and design research at Zentrum für 
Designforschung (HAW Hamburg). He teaches Designwissenschaft at HAWK Hildesheim, and 
design theory / design history in Cairo and Berlin. Visiting professorships for design research at 
the University of Trento (Italy) and the German University in Cairo, and lectures / teaching  
assignments worldwide. Head of Social Design at Design Research Lab / Berlin University of 
the Arts (2010 – 2019), previously at T-Labs / TU Berlin (2007 – 2010). Chief Editor at Design-
forschung.org since 2008, co-editor of the book series Design Meanings (Mimesis), part of the 
BIRD Board of International Research in Design, and founding member of the Design Re-
search Network. He is a regular member of juries, research and expert committees, including the 
Scientific Advisory Board of the German Institute for Human, Ethics and Science, and author of 
numerous publications. He was elected Young Innovator of the Year by the Falling Walls consorti-
um. His work, which has received several awards, is exhibited worldwide. Recent books: “Design 
(&) Activism” (Mimesis, 2019), “Gender (&) Design” (Mimesis, 2020) and “Inklusion  
als Entwurf” (Birkhäuser, 2019). www.tombieling.com

Tom Bieling
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DESIGNABILITIES is an international open-access design research journal established in 2008  
by Tom Bieling, concerned with the epistemic potentials of design research, as well as with the  
question of which ways and practices of knowledge production we can develop and apply in  
and beyond the design disciplines. This also involves a critical examination concerning the role  
of design(ers) in relation to societal conditions and hegemonies, and the search for ways to make 
these visible and transformable. www.designforschung.org

DESIGNABILITIES
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Erlhoff sticker 
(70 x 86 mm ) 

Several of these stickers are stuck all over the KISD, 
if the janitor did not remove them all  in the sweat 
of his brow. So if you should find such a sticker 
during a visit, consider yourself lucky. The Erlhoffs 
colleagues were always excited when they still 
had to see him, despite his retirement. 

Oliver Köneke
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